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COMMITTEE - 7:00PM  WORKSHOP - 8:00PM

CONJURER’S CALENDAR MEETINGS - 2:00PM2022

NOTE* - Name = Refreshments NOTE** Change of usual DateCHANGE

JAN
9th January
Annual General Meeting

25th January
WORKSHOP

FEB
ALLAN CLARKE

6th February
Robson & Wright:
The Dynamic Duo return!

17th - 20th February
Blackpool Magic
Convention

22nd February
WORKSHOP

MAR
BRIAN LEAD

13th March
Geoffrey Newton with
‘Key Ring’ Magic

29th March
COMMITTEE
& WORKSHOP

APR
DONALD MONK

10th April
Seaside Magic with
Roy Field OPEN MEETING

26th April
WORKSHOP

MAY
CARL PEARSON

8th  May OPEN MEETING
Andrew Lound with
‘The Magical Maskelynes’

15th May - Merlins Day
of Magic

24th May
COMMITTEE
& WORKSHOP

JUN
ROGER WOODS

12th June
Chairman’s Day
OPEN MEETING

26th June - Northern
Magic Circle One Day
Convention: Harrogate

28th June
WORKSHOP

JUL
ALLAN CLARKE

10th July
Summer Lecturettes
Members’ Day

26th July
COMMITTEE
WORKSHOP

AUG
BRIAN LEAD

14th August
Desert Island Tricks
Members’ Day

23rd August
WORKSHOP

SEP
TBC

11th September
Auction of Magic.
Visiting Magi welcome.

1st - 4th Sept IBM British
Ring Convention at
Eastbourne.

27th September
COMMITTEE
WORKSHOP

OCT
TBC

9th October
Star lecture from
Marc Oberon

25th October
WORKSHOP

NOV
CARL PEARSON

13th November
President’s Day
OPEN MEETING

22nd November
COMMITTEE
WORKSHOP

DEC
ROGER WOODS

4th  December
Magic @ Christmas
OPEN MEETING

NO
WORKSHOP
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This month, Leslie Melville
kicks off a new series of

‘Quickies’ – short anecdotes for
those who have an amusing story
to tell but don’t want to
contribute a full article.  Now he
has set the snowball rolling, we
hope others will join in and
maintain the momentum.
This is an issue full of warm
memories built around two very
sad events.  We hope David and
Steve would have approved.
Carl continues to unravel the
history of the Egyptian Hall, while
Allan recalls Jon Marshall bringing
a strange object to The Repair
Shop for renovation.
Elsewhere, Paul tells us of his
Sweet Dreams; and whatever you
do, don’t skip the Archives.
This month’s Page 13 comes from
Jeff McBride in America, Stuart
Cassels brings us the second part
of his ‘Hands – Face – Space’
trilogy and there is a special trick
from Geoffrey Newton to whet
your appetite ahead of his visit
later this year.
Chairman Roger, President Carl,
Donald the Average and funster
Bob provide all the bits in
between.  What is there not to
like?         Brian

Editorial:
with Brian Lead

Pearson’s Presidential
The Highs and the Lows

b.lead@btinternet.com

Chairman’s Chatter:
New conventions

Tributes to lost
members.

Train Of Thought:
Perceptual Rescaling

Meeting time!
50 years in 3 hours!

Hands, Face, Space
from Stuart Cassels

Sweet Dreams by
Paul Guy…

Page 13:
Fire in the Hall!

Be Our Guest:
Vowel play!

mailto:b.lead@btinternet.com
mailto:b.lead@btinternet.com
mailto:mailto:b.lead@btinternet.com
mailto:b.lead@btinternet.com
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From the Editor’s desk...
What do Richard the Lionheart, Attila the Hun, Alfred the
Great and Donald the Average have in common?
They all share the same middle name.

I’m feeling very smug this month, as I spotted the doctored
image on the front of the last edition (see our ‘Finally’ this

month), but maybe that’s because I took the original picture. It makes you
think, though, when you see what illusions can be created and how
vulnerable we are to ‘fake news’. It made me think back to the image of me
on the front of the Key Ring magazine when I became President of the British

Ring. The basic picture had been taken by
Allan in the grounds of St Silas at least a
couple of years earlier, and the chain was
superimposed from a picture of Clive Moore!

Talking of doctored images, the cartoon on
page 20 showing David Hemingway seated at
his desk at Designer Magic was adapted by
Dennis Patten from

an original idea by an artist signing himself as
‘Haylock’. That original was supposed to depict Harry
Stanley, and appeared in one of his early catalogues.
More magic props are in evidence, including a
drawer box, wand, cut rope and a white rabbit
emerging from a top hat.

Staying with the theme of David, he
always made great play of the fact that he only ever forced
the Six of Diamonds, and that was the climax of his act
throughout his career. When Steve Short produced his
pocket trick which culminated in a picture of one of Johnny
Hart’s budgies holding a predicted card, that too was the Six
of Diamonds. Another coincidence for Paul!  David would
have been amused, too.

A few weeks ago, I approached Donald with a very unusual request – to make
a magic wand which would snap cleanly in half and would not be restored. I
had been asked to perform the ‘Breaking of the Wand’ ceremony at David’s
funeral, and wanted it to go smoothly.
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I had seen someone using good quality wood which refused to break and left
him twisting it around in an attempt to wrench it apart. Another favoured a
long wand which he broke dramatically over his knee. As you may expect, our
own John Pye carried out the best version, cutting a deep but invisible nick
into the wand so that it came apart easily. Donald rose to the occasion, and
even provided a spare for a rehearsal.

Houdini still keeps cropping up in the media, even when you think there can
be nothing more to write about him. A recent, unsensational, radio
documentary included a medic with the refreshing angle that Handcuff Harry
was not killed by a punch to the stomach from a student. Popular theory has
it that this attack burst his appendix, leading to fatal peritonitis. The doctor
pointed out that such a blow could not rupture a healthy appendix. It may
not have done him any good, and indeed hastened his demise, but the organ
must have been infected prior to the event. In fact, it seems that Houdini had
reported feeling ill days before but, being stubborn, had refused to let this
affect his gruelling performance schedule.

Returning to the subject of images, when reviewing the book David
Copperfield’s History of Magic some time ago I referred to the claim that the
character of the Wizard of Oz may have been based upon Harry Kellar, the
most well-known magician of his day in America. To try out that theory, I
have tracked down an illustration from the original novel by L Frank Baum
and set it alongside a photo of Kellar.  We stop at nothing in this magazine in
the cause of research. What do you reckon?

“He’s so snobby that he refuses to ride in the same car as his chauffeur.”
(David Hemingway, speaking about the President of The Magic Circle)

Brian
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Hello everyone, and what a month we've had at
the Modern Mystic League; a month of highs

and lows.

A great start to the
month was
provided by
Matthew Wright and Harry Robson.
What a wonderful lecture! It was also
great to see David Moss, Tony
Hodgson, Peter Dean and Harrison
Houghton returning to the fold. It’s so

good to have live lectures again, and members returning to meetings.
Do come along and catch up with old friends.

On a sad note, please take a moment to remember two very special
members who sadly passed away in February: David Hemingway and
Steve Eastham. I'm sure lots of you will have many memories of them.

I never had the pleasure of meeting Steve, but would like to share with
you a story about David. It was a summer’s day in August 2016, and I
had just performed my audition at the club when I was approached by
rather distinguished gentleman who shook my hand and said “I really
enjoyed that. You look very smart, performed very well and made us
all laugh.” He then walked away to chat to other members. I will
cherish that moment for the rest of my life, as after getting to know
David as a good friend that was praise indeed!

I will truly miss David and my weekly catch-ups with him.

And so we move on into 2022.  I very much look forward to the
planned lectures and workshops, and just catching up with my friends
at the MML.

Come along – I guarantee you won’t regret it.

Until next month,     Carl



Volume 81 Issue 4  Page 5 INDEX

We had a splendid afternoon with Harry and Matthew
as predicted, as you will have read from my report. It
was good to see members meeting face to face at St
Francis’s for their lecture after the events of the last
two years or so.

Many congratulations to our member Peter
Haddad, who not only passed his examination for
membership of The Magic Circle but did so well
that he was awarded Associate of The Inner
Magic Circle (with Silver Star). You have to
achieve 18 out of 20 marks to reach this level, so
he did extremely well. I helped him with a Zoom
run-through beforehand, so knew he would have
no difficulty passing the exam and I am delighted

for him with the result.
It has been a sad time for the Society with the
loss of two members. I attended David
Hemingway’s funeral on 16th February along
with Brian, Carl and Caroline, Allan and
Donald. Lorraine gave a fitting eulogy and
Brian carried out the ‘broken wand’ ceremony.
Brian has also written a tribute to David which
has appeared on MagicWeek and elsewhere.

Steve Eastham was a fine gentleman and
magician. We had many happy times with
magic in the MML and the Cavendish Knights
of Close Up Magic. It was Steve who told me
all about the ‘Matching the Cards’ routine
which I have used ever since, many years
before this became Lennart Green’s ‘Stolen
Cards’  and more widely known. He also
proposed me as Chairman of the Modern
Mystic League in 2001. We will remember
Steve with great affection.

Chairman’s Chatter
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The Blackpool Convention was certainly different this time. It was
more comfortable looking round the dealers and attending
lectures than it has been in the past, due to the numbers being
down so there wasn’t as much of a scrum. The new conference
centre is very impressive. The Gala Shows
were all very good. John Archer was on good
form on the Friday night show. Topas had two
spots on Saturday night and Paul Zenon
compered in his usual style. There were a
couple of Spanish magicians with good acts,
but why do they dress so scruffily? Chris Cox’s
comedy mentalism spot was very funny,
especially as he handled a potentially awkward
spectator so well.

The Sunday Gala Show was closed with
an exciting Water Torture Cell escape
from Italian escapologist Andrew Basso.
Unfortunately, the weather and my hotel
were both abysmal. I really enjoyed the
lectures by Matt Pritchard, on science
magic, and Topas on the presentation of
magic.
We had to cancel the Workshop meeting
scheduled for 22nd February due to storm
damage to the Hall at St Francis’s, which
at the time of writing is awaiting
assessment.

Joan and I are off now to Spain for a short holiday break. I look
forward to seeing some of you again at our Workshop/Committee
meeting on March 29th.

Best regards to you all,

Roger
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Maskelyne and Cooke were now free, not only to perform at
their own theatre but also lease out the smaller theatre to other
well-known magicians from around the world.

In 1875, the famous French magician Buatier
De Kolta arrived to perform
some of his most precious
creations, including his own
invention of the Flying Bird
Cage.  Whilst performing in
the ground floor theatre he
was being watched and
studied by a master of deception, Harry
Kellar, who had just completed a very

successful tour of the southern hemisphere performing
in Australia, Shanghai, Calcutta, Bombay and Zanzibar.
He had made a small fortune on the tour, and was
looking forward  to purchasing new Illusions to add to
his already huge touring show. On 11th August 1875, he
set sail from Lisbon en route to Southampton with
Captain R.H Macaulay at the helm of the SS Boyne. In
thick fog and near the island of Ushant just of the Bay of
Biscay on 14th August, the Boyne hit rocks and
foundered. Kellar and all the passengers survived, but
two crewmen perished in the engine room. All of
Kellar’s props, money, gold, diamonds and clothes were banished to the
bottom of the sea, costing him £25,000. History will say on arriving in London
with just the clothes on his back that he sold the only item of value; a gold
and diamond ring, for £1000 ( £118,000 In today’s money). I question this
huge amount. He did sell his ring, but also wired his friend Junius Spencer
Morgan, a banker and he father of J.P Morgan the famous financier and
banker, who sent him money from America.

Kellar made his way to the Egyptian Hall with no intentions of performing
there. His interests were questionable, to say the least. When he saw Buatier
De Kolta perform a new and fantastic illusion, the Flying Bird Cage, he knew
that he had to have the secret. Kellar approached De Kolta and offered to
buy it, but he refused.

Carl’s Column…

‘ All of
Kellar’s
props,

money, gold,
diamonds

and clothes
were lost  ’

THE EGYPTIAN HALL: ENGLAND’S HOME OF MYSTERY
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Kellar, driven by his passion and need to obtain the secret, approached De
Kolta’s alleged cousin and purchased it from him for the sum of £150. He
then returned to America and sold the secret to The Hart Magic Company at
297, Pearl Street in New York in exchange for their
rebuilding all his lost Illusions. The deal was struck with
Henry Stone, the owner, and the New Vanishing Bird Cage
was sold en masse via magic shops around the world. De
Kolta was furious, and didn't receive a penny or credit for
his secret. He went on to invent one of the most famous
vanishing Illusions; the vanishing woman, later known as
the De Kolta Chair Vanish and still seen on stages across the world. Keller was
to re-visit the Egyptian Hall many times over the next 26 years. He was never
to perform at the Egyptian Hall in Piccadilly, but did open his own!

Maskelyne was very interested in automata, and
designed and built Psycho, fashioned to look like a
miniature Indian man who sat cross-legged on a
wooden chest. The chest sat upon a clear glass
cylinder. Psycho would play a game of whist,
moving his hands along a rack of cards and stopping
to take a card, which was handed to Maskelyne.
Psycho was a revelation, and had the scientific
minds of the time scratching their heads at this
machine, which could apparently think for itself. On
hearing of this marvel, Kellar attended the theatre
in 1878 and managed to acquire the secret. He then
returned to America and had a duplicate automaton
built and put straight into his own show. Maskelyne

was furious with Kellar, but rather than getting revenge he got to work on
three more automata which he hoped would surpass his last creation. Zoe
was in the image of a little girl who could draw portraits of famous people of
the time. Fanfare and Labial were two small moustached men who could play
any song requested from the audience. Maskelyne’s newest additions caused
yet another ripple in the worlds of magic and theatre, and word spread fast.
In 1883, Kellar returned and, once again using some form of subterfuge,
acquired the secrets to Zoe, Fanfare and Labial.

More next month.          Carl
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In the Saturday editions of the Daily Express, there's a page entitled
'The Saturday Briefing. Knowledge is power' by Kay Harrison. She

asks; Is there anything you're yearning to know ?  Send your questions
in on any subject and we will do our best to answer them.  In the
edition of 29th January 2022, a Philp Wilson from Basingstoke, raised
the following question;

Q. I have frequently gone to sleep with seemingly insoluble problems
only to wake up with the solutions at the top of my mind when I wake.
How does this happen ?

A. It pays to sleep on a problem and researchers have shown in
scientific studies that the subconscious brain can order in a way that's
not possible when we're awake.

Sleeping turns down the prefrontal cortex, the part that helps you to
set goals and is responsible for rational thought.  So the brain can work
in a more freewheeling, intuitive way and process the day's events
differently.

And in REM sleep, when we have vivid dreams, the chemical
messenger, norepinephrine, which gets us to focus on immediate
problems, is also switched off. So, ideas can come together in new
visual ways to shape solutions.

There are famous examples of this too. In 1869, Russian chemist
Dimitri Mendeleev final got to grips with his periodic table after falling
asleep at his desk.

Another American, Elias Howe dreamt up the sewing machine, literally,
in 1845. In his dream, he was surrounded by warriors carrying spears
that had holes in the tip, which they were moving up and down, giving
him the idea of the motion and putting the eye of the needle at the
opposite end.

Paul McCartney came up with the melody of 'Yesterday' in a dream,
although he originally called it 'Scrambled Eggs' and set nonsense lyrics
to it.

Sweet Dreams… by Paul Guy
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In 2006, another Paul had the problem of what special, unique piece of
magic, he could perform at his daughter's wedding reception.  After a
very good sleep he woke with the solution of doing performing a
wedding newspaper routine, the restoration of which featured an
article about his daughter's wedding together with a picture of the
Bride and Groom as they left the Registrar's office.  In an article,
published in the MeMeL in 2006 and reprinted in 2016, Paul wrote the
following excerpt;

"…….but I still needed a WOW factor.  I
woke one morning and Eureka - no, not
my wife claiming that I'd not had a bath. I
remembered seeing long ago, in a shop in
Blackpool, newspapers featuring funny
headlines and stories.  Surfing the web I
found www.inthepaper.co.uk.  I clicked
on the site and there they were.  Any
headline and any story that you could
possibly want.   The site offered many
templates as examples to show what your
bespoke newspaper might look like. I
went to work on tailoring my daughter's
'wedding paper headline' and
accompanying article".

Well, fair cop, the 2006 example wasn't actually in the 'Saturday
Briefing' article but, nonetheless, it is a true story. That really is how
the effect came about. What's more, I have to admit that I often go to
sleep thinking about how I could make and / or perform a trick.  I can
attest that for me, the thesis about dreaming, is a (prefrontal) no-
brainer.

In the words of the great Walt Disney; "If you can dream it, you can do
it".

Hence, the next time someone asks you if you had a good night's
sleep, you can say.…'It was magic'.         Paul
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Face - Phrenology
Definition (noun): “The detailed study of the shape and size of the
cranium as a supposed indication of character and mental abilities.”

Many people will have seen the traditional porcelain
Phrenology Head model attributed to L. N. Fowler,
either as a replica in shops such as TK Maxx, or on the
shelf of every psychologist that has ever featured in a
Hollywood film! I admit that I have never caressed
another person’s head for lumps and bumps in a bid
to diagnose character traits.  It isn’t something that
appeals at all, for many reasons; not least of which is
that I don’t want to be within arm’s reach of someone

who may appear, thanks to an innocent childhood bump on the head,
to be a serial killer! I also doubt that many members of an audience
would be happy with a stranger’s hands rooting through their
immaculately styled hair in an impression of Nitty Nora the Bug
Explorer.

Effect:  The mentalist/psychic /snake oil salesman
talks about the ancient art of Phrenology; reading the
lumps and bumps on a patient’s head to diagnose
various issues, and to identify various character
traits. A volunteer is given a life-sized polystyrene
head – the sort used to display wigs and hats – and a
large hat-pin with a red ‘X’ on its head. With the

option of lots of gags about very cheap Voodoo dolls, acupuncture and
migraines (play it as serious or as comedic as you wish) the volunteer is
invited to stab the foam head model anywhere they feel drawn to with
the pin. Perhaps it could be in a position where they have a lump on
their own head. They are to push the pin all the way in.

By Stuart
Cassels

Part 2
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A reading /character analysis can be given based on the position of the
pin (again, as serious or comedic as you wish) before a cardboard box
is opened, and lifted out is a traditional Phrenology Head model which
has a large red ‘X’ painted on it in exactly the same position as the
volunteer’s pin!

Method: You will need-

1) a polystyrene / foam head available from Amazon etc.

2) a suitably topped hat-pin to stab it
with.

3) the traditional phrenology head (a large one -
approximately 240 mm/10” would be best).

4) a cardboard box.

5) a Swami/Boon /nail writing gimmick with a
grease lead (ideally red).

The porcelain head is placed upright in the
cardboard box, which is subtly marked to show which way the
phrenology head is facing. Prior to opening, perhaps in the action of
lifting it onto the table, the box is turned so that the point to be
marked with an X is closest to you and central to your body.

Opening the box and reaching in to remove the ornament, it is a
simple and quick task to make an X with the thumb writer on the
correct spot on the head. Adding some shredded paper as packaging
could disguise the method further, and give you a little more time if
required. The gimmick can be ditched in the box or pocketed later.

   Stuart
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Page 13 - Stories to make your toes curl….
This month, courtesy of our old friend Jeff McBride,
we not only have a disastrous Page 13 tale, but also
a lesson to be learned from it:

Have you ever asked yourself “How does good
magic go bad?”

It was New Year’s Eve, and my biggest gig of the
year for 1977. I was just out of high school, and
already a full-time magician. I had a rock and roll
magic show, and I had a live rock band playing behind me. All was
going well, when suddenly the dance floor burst into flames! Right
then I knew it was not going to be an easy show!

What could possibly go wrong?

I had rehearsed this fire act in my mind over and over again!

1. The show opened with my production of silks from an empty tube.

2. Then from the silks the fire bowl appeared - wow!

3. Then the dancing flames in the bowl suddenly turned into paper
 flowers.

4. Unexpectedly, the flowers caught fire. The fire pan started burning.
It got too hot, I dropped it on the dance floor, and now we have a
disco inferno - for real!

The band behind me started stomping out the flames, while never
missing a note to Herbie Hancock’s tune ‘Chameleon.’ The flames
eventually died down, the screaming stopped, and miraculously the
magic show continued. All the time I had to step over the burned mess
in the centre of the dance floor – not  such a good way to start 1978!

Why did this show go so wrong?

I had rehearsed this fire act in my mind over and over again – and that
was the problem. I rehearsed in my mind, not with the actual props
and lighter fluid, and now it was too late.

Disco Inferno



Volume 81 Issue 4  Page 14 INDEX

Lighter fluid and paper flowers are on a collision course to
pyrotechnics – and I was learning this lesson the hard way!
I learned the hard way, but it didn't have to be like this. If I had a
mentor, I would have learned the lessons before the accident, and
how to avoid it.
1. I would have learned from my mentor’s experience not to overfill

the fire pan with lighter fluid.
2. My mentor would have trained me in fire safety, i.e. silk + fire=

disaster!
3. Most importantly, I would have learned always to rehearse with

‘live loads’ and perform all of my routines full-out physically, not
just in my mind.

So how can you avoid making costly or dangerous mistakes, and cut
years off your learning curve? Get a mentor!

 Jeff McBride

Here's an amusing little tale for my magic
friends, says Leslie Melville:

Ken Brooke and the Coin Game

The late Ken Brooke (magical dealer and super demonstrator) told the story
of a customer who came into his studio and threw a recently purchased
Malini book of magic routines and effects onto the counter.

“Rubbish!” he said.

Ken happily returned the £6 that the man had paid for the book.

“What else have you got?” the man asked, and Ken showed him the Coin
Game stunt, in which the volunteer holds a large coin in his palm and tries to
catch a smaller coin held by the performer as it’s tapped onto the larger one.
He always fails.

“I like it!” said the customer. “How much?”

“£6,“ came the response.  - “I’ll buy it!”

Ken gave him back the Malini Book, inside of which was the complete
explanation of the Coin Game which the customer had just witnessed!
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Quotation of the month
‘Why do magicians assume that people have

forgotten the art of conversing with their
friends, and so need someone to gate-crash

their chat with card tricks? ’
       (Alan Shaxon)

Hello once again, and thank you to everyone
who keeps me updated about welfare

matters.
Sad news to start this report is the passing of two

of our members; Steve Eastham and David Hemingway, who were
both great supporters of The Modern Mystic League and will be
missed by us all.
Brian Berry has now recovered from covid, and has just spent three
days on his stand at the Blackpool Magic convention! it’s great to see
he has bounced back to his enthusiastic magical self.
John Pye has been in hospital following a fall, so our best wishes go to
him and Carol.
The only other news is that I have to go into hospital myself for an
operation, after rupturing my quadriceps tendon in my left leg at the
knee. I will be completely out of action for two weeks after the op,
then have to wear a leg brace for eight weeks. I may have to miss one
meeting, but will be back on crutches as soon as I can.
Please take care of yourselves and your loved ones. Time is the most
precious thing we have, so spend it wisely and have fun.
I think the rest of us are as well as we can be!
Please let me know of anyone who is under the weather, or just needs
a chat.
My email is: pearsoncarl1@virginmedia.com

Mobile no. is 07807 115784.     Keep safe -        Carl.

mailto:pearsoncarl1@virginmedia.com
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Never happier than when sat at a table with a
deck of cards, ready to show you a trick. This is

how I, and most members, will remember Steve…

Steve Eastham was not only a great friend and
mentor, but we were related by marriage. That is to
say, he was my wife's uncle. My own interest in
magic goes back many years, largely because 'Uncle
Steven' always treated us to 'a bit of magic' at Christmas and other
family get-togethers. It wasn't until my son Jack began to take an
interest that I made the jump from enthusiastic spectator to hare-
brained performer. Jack became a junior member of the Blackpool club
where, with Steve's help, he continued to improve his skills and I am
forever proud that he won the Tom Owen Shield on his very first stage
competition. Steve helped many others, adults and juniors alike, and
was one of Magic's true gentlemen.

It's not an understatement to say that without Steve's help and
constant encouragement, I probably would not be a member of the
MML today. He gave me all the introductions and recommended I join.
More importantly, he tirelessly guided me through the acquisition of
many of the card sleights I have under command and sourced many
effects that suited my personality. He gave freely of his time and
energies to helping me gain the confidence and presentational skills
needed to perform in public. He also encouraged me to apply, and
then proposed me, for membership of the Magic Circle, smoothing the
way for me to see Tom Owen for that vital first interview.

Steve's own magical background goes back to his father, who was
always performing tricks in the local pubs and clubs. Steve naturally
took up the challenge and became very adept, turning semi-pro at a
very early age. Steve became a member of the exclusive Cavendish
Knights of Close-Up Magic, and I owe my own membership there to
Steve's influence.

Steve Eastham: A Tribute
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He was a member of The Magic Circle and held the
honour of AIMC with Silver Star, gained in part
through his tireless work for Blackpool Magicians'
Club. Steve, along with other notable members like
Tom Owen, Ian Ogilvy and Bill Lamb was fundamental
in making the convention what it is today. He helped

take it from its relatively humble beginnings as a one-day event in the
Horseshoe Bar to the leviathan it grew into. Steve served on the
Blackpool Magicians' Club Committee for many years. He was elected
for two terms as President, and was conferred with the Murray Award
for his services to Magic, gaining himself an Honorary Life Membership
along the way.

Towards the end of his time at Blackpool he
served as Treasurer, and he related countless
stories of the dealings he had when paying artists
from around the world; some quite scary! Steve
compered hundreds of Convention shows, as well
as performing in many too. He worked for many
years at a number of residences in and around
the Fylde, and had even worked on the famous
Orient Express. He had many awards to his name,
and was recognised by many for his contributions
to Magic in general, and by the numerous clubs of which he was a
member. The Northern Magic Circle, The IBM, the Modern Mystic
League and the original Fylde Mystics all favoured him with honours,
and I'm sure would agree that they were richer for his involvement.

I mourn his passing deeply, but I
take comfort in the fact that I
know many members of the
League will do the same.

Allan
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Born in Bradford on 21st May 1935, David soon
came under the influence of Ken Brooke,

who advised him to ’always be yourself’ and to go
to Landseer’s in London to have some good
publicity photographs taken. One of these,
showing a suave David with the smoke from his
cigar curling upwards in a

mystical fashion, was on the front of How to Ensure a
Full Date Book – one of the first books I optimistically
purchased. Another appeared on the cover of The
Gen in April 1963. David’s favourite photograph of
himself, though, was as a toddler. Noting he had his
fingers crossed, he commented: “I can’t recall
whether I was wishing for luck or about to tell a lie.”

David’s picture on the front of his Comedy Profile book has a blurred
version on the back, using a sight gag originated by Clarke ‘Senator’
Crandall. Having a drink with friends, David would casually turn over
the book, unobserved, and remark: “My, this beer is strong!”

David’s favourite drawing of himself was the splendid caricature which
you will see on our back cover this month, by our own Donald the
Average. He converted it into a correspondence card, adding the note:
“Donald has amazingly squeezed every skill, technique, know-how and
performing experience I have acquired in fifty-plus years in the
business into this picture.” David was also the subject of a cartoon by
Ali Bongo, and Dennis Patten adapted a sketch of him hard at work at
his desk for the Magic Info magazine.

David created and constructed many large-scale illusions under the
banner of Designer Magic. When given the brief by the Mystique show
in Blackpool to provide ‘a prop to vanish the entire cast of fifteen
instantaneously, that will let us see all round, behind, over and under’,
he came up with The Final Vanish.

DAVID HEMINGWAY:
A TRIBUTE
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The show opened in 1988 and ran for ten years
with this same closing effect, notching up 5,000
performances and making it the most used
illusion in the UK.  Smaller magic included his
trademark Road Signs routine, which he
manufactured and performed regularly. David
once confided that the only card he ever forced during his whole
career was the six of diamonds – which meant he never forgot it!

David advised on popular television programmes,
such as the classic Lost Empires with Sir Laurence
Olivier and the Jeremy Beadle Box of Tricks series,
famously making a railway carriage disappear as it
passed through a tunnel, which he replayed for us
at the MML.

As well as being a prolific writer, David lectured
extensively, producing with International Magic the
highly acclaimed DVDs An Audience with David
Hemingway, An Audience Against David Hemingway
and The Magic Fly on the Wall, along with his old
friend and sparring partner Donald Bevan.  Many
viewers, including Paul Daniels, reported that once
they had begun to watch  they were unable to tear themselves away.

David had been in The Magic Circle for over forty years, as well as
being a member of the Northern Magic Circle. He had a life-long
association with the British Ring, receiving a certificate in recognition
of his length of service, along with an Award of Excellence from the
I.B.M.  For many years he reported on the annual convention for The
Budget. His observations were down-to-earth and honest, but criticism
was always combined with constructive comment and sound advice.
He was determined to rejected the blandness often associated with
reviews in magic magazines. Typical of his style, tempered with wry
humour, was: ‘Well, it was a show and it was the first event, so I
suppose it must be called the Opening Show.  I always go to it,
whether I need the sleep or not.’
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David was also a proficient lecturer,
touring with Aspects of Magic in the ‘80s,
Designs on Magic in the ‘90s, and
subsequently the Slices of Gingerbread
lecture. This was based largely upon his
book Working with Genius, describing the
experience of working with top performers
such as Tommy Cooper, for whom he
made many unique comedy props.

A decade ago, I persuaded David to join the MML,
which he continued to support by regularly attending
meetings and events, writing for the magazine and
contributing to the lecture programme. He insisted
upon compering the cabaret at my British Ring
President’s dinner in 2019, which was probably his
last public appearance. He excelled in this role,
compering many shows to support Great Ormond
Street Hospital and having run his own ‘People Are
Lucky’ quiz show for twelve Christmas seasons at the
leading hotels in

Blackpool and Southport.

John Fisher said of him: ‘David
represents a rare breed amongst
magicians, in  that his knowledge
and expertise embrace a grasp of all
things mechanical, together with a
true understanding of the
psychology of audiences. His style is as readable as his ideas are
practical.  It is as if someone like Jack Hughes or Gil Leaney had been
crossed with the likes of Al Koran or Billy McComb.’

Above all, David was an engaging performer and a courteous
gentleman.  He was predeceased by Marjorie, his wife of over fifty
years, and there is no remaining family.

Brian Lead
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‘Money might not bring you
happiness, but it will at least help you

to be miserable in comfort...’

Many thanks to all those members who have
already paid your subs, your continued support
is very much appreciated. For those who have
not yet made the payment, it would be helpful
if you could attend to it as soon as practical.

The revised rates are as follows:

Full Member: £60.00  Country\Student\Junior member: £30.00
The printed version of the MeMeL is £25.00 for 12 issues.

The preferred method of payment is by BACS using the following
details:

Payee: The Modern Mystic League
Account No. 21662660
Sort Code: 77-76-01

For those who prefer, we are happy to accept cash at our meetings or
you can send a cheque made out to The Modern Mystic League for the
amount due. This should be sent to my home address but please do
not send cash by post.

You can contact me on 01772 685073 or

Email allan.clarke@memel.org.uk

Allan Clarke: Treasurer
41 Alexandra Road
Wesham
Lancs PR4 3JE

Subscriptions are overdue…



Volume 81 Issue 4  Page 22 INDEX

The Routine:

Here’s a magical twist which is a slight departure from cards tricks
as we generally know them. The magician takes a pack of Lexicon

cards and asks for it to be examined and shuffled. Whilst this is being
done, an opera hat is shown genuinely empty.

The assisting spectator is asked to take out the five vowels one at a
time and pass them to the performer. These are
displayed in a fan facing the audience. The fan is closed
and the spectator is asked to hand over half the
remaining pack, and this is placed on top of the stack of
five cards. The remaining half is then placed on the
bottom of this block of five. Everything is squared up
and placed into the hat and then they are swirled
around by holding the hat by the brim and making a

rapid circular movement. Whilst the hat is held above his/her head the
performer is able to take out the five vowels one at a time in the
correct alphabetical order. After the last card has been revealed,
everything can be examined although I feel that adding this is a bit of
an anti-climax.

It’s a bit like those magicians of yore who showed an empty
production box, produced a load of silks from it and then showed it
empty again. Why?

How you do it:
The pack is shuffled and the five vowels are removed, all quite
genuinely, but the displaying of these needs to be done in a particular
way. Assuming you are right-handed, in your up-pointing left hand
between index finger and thumb you conceal a wire paper clip,
gripping edge nearest the nails. As the cards are handed to you push
them into this clip (cards facing the audience) forming a fan and in
alphabetical order.

A Case of Vowel Play…
By Geoffrey Newton
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‘ If life gives you melons, you
might be dyslexic. ’

Square them up and transfer to the right-hand palm. With the back of
this hand square on to the audience, the clip being at the bottom edge
of the cards, it remains concealed. Once half the remaining pack has
been given to you and placed on the five cards, you are safe to bring
this hand to the horizontal position to then accept the other half
below the clip.

Transfer the whole pack to the opera hat and do the
swirl movement. This will disturb nothing. Hold it
high and feel for the block of clipped cards, bringing
this to the top of all the cards.  Push the top card so
the clip remains on it. Remove this card to display
and dump the clip in your pocket or in some natural action like moving
the card box to give table space for the remaining cards. Now pick out
the cards one by one as they will be in the correct order.

The simple tip about this whole trick is to use a
substantial paper clip as a poor quality one will not
have the strength to grip the cards and could easily be
dislodged. You may have to play around a bit to find
one that suits your needs and hand size. If you do not
have an opera hat a box or similar container will do,
but make sure it is the correct size, so that the

movement still restricts any change of order in the cards. Again, it is a
case of experimentation.

Geoffrey Newton
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Perceptual Rescaling: There’s a phrase
you wouldn’t expect to find in a magic
journal!

Visual magic is predicated on an innate but evolutionary adaptation.

Our brains devote most of their energy to processing visual input. We
navigate our lives visually, so much less brain function is allocated to
other senses. Magic effects usually have a visual climax, not an audible
or tactile one, so many effects rely on visual assumptions for the
climax. Think of Dr Daley’s Last Trick where the spectator’s brain is
fooled into thinking that the two cards in their hand are red; after all,
they have seen them placed there. At the reveal, they turn out to be
black. (Dai Vernon Book of Magic; 1957)

One of the more astonishing variations on this theme, not requiring
any sleight of hand, is the Charpentier Illusion. This is also known as
the size–weight illusion. It is named after the French physician
Augustin Charpentier, as he was the first to demonstrate the illusion
experimentally. See: Charpentier, A (1891) Analyse experimentale: De
quelques elements de la sensation de poids [Experimental study of
some aspects of weight perception]. Arch Physiol Norm Pathol. 3: 122–
135. If you must. You may also see it sometimes referred to as De
Moor's illusion, named after Belgian physician Jean De Moor (1867-
1941), who examined why this misperception occurs.

An early explanation of these illusions was that people judge the
weight of an object from its appearance and then lift
it with a pre-determined force. They expect a larger
object to be heavier and therefore lift it with greater
force. If the larger object is then lifted more easily
than the smaller one, it is perceived to be lighter. In
this effect, that assumption is twisted so that one
block is perceived to be heavier than three blocks.

Meir Yedid, in association with Charlie Frye, sold a
set which he called the ‘Heavy Handed’ trick.

Overweight or Undersize?



Volume 81 Issue 4  Page 25 INDEX

I have also seen a version called ‘The Gravity Deck’ but I cannot find
who markets it. Paul Guy made his own version using playing card
boxes which he demonstrated at a workshop a couple of years ago,
and following on from that session I made a set using some scrap
wood. It really is quite an unusual effect.

The reason I mention this random thought is
that Vanishing Inc. have released an effect
called ‘Less is More’ from Joe Deng and
manufactured by Orange Tree Magic. (not to
be confused with Ben Earl’s book < IS > or
‘less is more’) The Joe Deng effect has gone
back to its roots and is once again three
(well made) wooden blocks which, when picked up, create the
light/heavy illusion. What prompted my train of thought this month
was this; in the well written and comprehensive explanation of why
you should spend almost £90 on this effect, there is not a single
mention of the illusion’s ‘creator’ Augustin Charpentier. This is poor
curation in my view, and I expected better from such a well-known
purveyor of all things magic. If I was being unkind, I might suggest that
this reference is deliberately missed out because anyone not familiar
with the illusion might be willing to part with a good deal of money to
learn the secret… but I’m not, and I’m sure it’s just an oversight. I
mean, it’s not like we buy tricks just to learn the secret is it…

This is not to say that it’s not a really good effect and can create some
real moments of wonder for the spectators. There are a number of
plots to introduce the effect which, by the way, does benefit from
‘conditioning’, and although you could argue the case for its not being
‘magic’, it is a real talking point and will definitely have your spectators
wanting to see more.

If you want to look things up further, Ben Harris has a great ‘Anti-
Gravity’ plot for this effect. His is a story based on various ‘hills’ around
the world which purport to have an anti-gravity ‘slope’. In actual fact,
they are an optical illusion which creates the impression that
freewheeling cars on the ‘hill’ will roll UP it.
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The ‘Electric Brae’ in Ayrshire and
‘Hangman’s Hill’ in Epping Forest are
good examples, but there are others
around the world that create a similar
illusion. All have good back stories
which could be used as a plot.

£90 Spoiler alert: The trick is achieved by one block (or box) having an
additional weight inside. Picking all three boxes up gives the
impression of a certain weight. Picking one block up (the weighted
one) is perceived as being ‘heavier’ than all three, even though the
physics will tell you that it can’t be. This is what makes the effect so
powerful. This is another effect that falls into the ‘so old, it’s new’
category.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lNk0relwoKE

Joe Deng is a clever guy with a couple of other
effects to his name. Nirvana is an ingenious
gimmick that is the latest thing in ‘sealed deck’
plots. It allows deck switches and card to
impossible location, either in and of itself or as a
finale to something like an ambitious card
routine. He also released an
effect called $tamp which is,
in my view, a bit ‘Tenyo-ish’

but it’s a nice little brass carry around, where a
solid ball bearing is magically transformed into an
American quarter, so in this respect Joe has ‘form’.
Not sure it would be available in a 5p piece for the
UK market, but such is life. Joe is non-English-
speaking Chinese, so whether he knows about Charpentier isn’t clear –
or maybe it has been lost in translation. Even though Charpentier
won’t be enforcing any ‘rights’ to the effect, it would be common
courtesy to give credit where it’s due . . . but maybe that’s just me.

Allan
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Myself, together with Craig Electrickery and
the rest of my gang, went to see a Pantomime
recently: ‘Dick Whittington’.

It’s been years since I have been to a
traditional pantomime, and what prompted

me to go to this one was the fact that our very
own Lorenzo was appearing with his own
version of my Floating Box Illusion.

I did wonder how he was going to fit it in with the rest of the show, but
wasn’t expecting to see it as the first item on when the curtains
opened.  There he was, delivering a packing case containing Fairy
Alexa; a sterling portrayal by Hannah Johnson as the boss fairy.  A
great magical routine to start the show.

I have to say that the whole show was amazing; very professional, very
well written and performed to an enthusiastic crowd.  It made me and
my gang laugh and applaud in all the right places.

Everyone played their part just as they should, even though some of
the cast had been absent at various times in rehearsals due to the
Dreaded Lurgi thingy.

There were, of course, other stand-out performances from principal
performers apart from Lorenzo and Hannah. I have to mention Neill
Baglin as Al ‘Ratface’ Capone - an amazing ‘baddie’ with so much
energy!  Young lad Edan Hardman was Ben, full of confidence as the
Dame’s son . . .  and a cast of hundreds (?) of all ages; and so well-
rehearsed, too.

Now I have to mention a really stand-out
performance from the classical Dame, Dolly
Upwind, which no pantomime worth its salt would
be without.  This panto had one of the best,- he
could have given Les Dawson a run for his money,-
honest, he was that good.  An excellent
performance by what turned out to be an old
trouper – Paul Denny.
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I didn’t know until the show had finished about Paul’s input, but
discovered that he wasn’t just an excellent Dame who knew how to
work an audience, but he was also the Producer, Director and Writer
of the whole show!

I remember when I was a lad, about twelve I guess, doing a magic spot
in a Scout Gang Show and I have no pictorial record of this. Way before
video, of course, - what a shame.  Now after watching this great
production and thinking along the same lines, - wouldn’t it have been
great to have had it filmed for posterity?

Our film team would have been delighted to film and edit the show for
them (they did six performances) and all the cast could have had a
DVD of themselves doing their stuff.

Donald Monk
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I finally caught up with the ‘Repair Shop’ pro-
gramme featuring Jon Marshall and the restora-

tion of the circus bike found a in corner of the
Gresham family warehouse. The bike, snappily ti-

tled The Posterior Powered Bucking Bronco Bicycle, was brought in for
the renowned Repair Shop craftsmen to work their own brand of mag-
ic on. It was another interesting restoration, and well
worth a look. It can be found here on BBC iPlayer:  BBC
iPlayer link.    I also found a link to early video of the
Bronco bikes in action in Blackpool: Facebook link

I always enjoy watching skilled tradesmen (and wom-
en!) making or refurbishing things, so the programme
is always interesting viewing. The bike was taken
apart and required a new set of rims and spokes,
but was otherwise mechanically sound. Quite a
few layers of paint were removed and the whole
frame sandblasted to allow another craftsman to
bring it back to life with a period paint scheme.
The action of the bike was unique, as you can tell by the description.
Basically, the motive power came from the rider pushing down on the
seat, which in turn rotated a couple of crankshafts to provide the for-
ward motion. There were no pedals, so you have to imagine it was like
riding a horse (hence; bucking bronco) except the rider made the rise
and fall movement rather than the horse trotting. It was rewarding to
see it in action at the end of the programme.

Jon, of course, is a well-known figure in
Sideshow Illusions, and a company of the same
name was created to honour the memory of Pat
and Jon Gresham, eminent sideshow and variety

performers. Jon has toured the illusion show all around the country,
and regularly features ‘The Headless Lady’ and ‘Girl in a Goldfish Bowl’
among others, all being slowly restored after being uncovered in the
family collection back in 2003. https://www.sideshowillusions.com

Allan

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m0013wcd/the-repair-shop-series-8-episode-14
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m0013wcd/the-repair-shop-series-8-episode-14
https://www.facebook.com/1406733989/posts/10226905970461063/
https://www.sideshowillusions.com
https://www.sideshowillusions.com
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Last month, the boys (Harry and Matt) were
back in town for the start of their final lecture

tour as a duo. They were last with us exactly five years ago.

A big disappointment for me was not being able to attend, as I was having to
isolate prior to a hospital appointment, but I hope to catch up with
everything eventually via the DVD filmed by Donald and Craig.  Possibly even
worse, I had to miss the Tim Vine show (‘Plastic Elvis’) with John Archer as
support, which was on in Blackpool the previous night. I had been given the
ticket as a birthday present a couple of years ago, but it had been postponed
twice owing to Covid. I rely on the Tim Vine shows to replenish my store of
gags for the MeMeL, so it was quite a blow!

Anyway, as ever Roger rode to the rescue by providing a comprehensive
report on the lecture for our website, and here it is:

The MML meeting on 6th February 2022 took
the form of a joint lecture from our old friends
Harry Robson and ‘Marvellous’ Matthew
Wright, returning once more for their first face-
to-face lecture in two years. After a moment of
silence in remembrance of David Hemingway
and apologies from Brian Lead, Chairman Roger
introduced our lecturers for the afternoon.

Harry and Matthew were in good form, Harry quipping that he was going to
do the same stuff as last time as no one would have remembered what it
was; least of all himself! He presented ‘Yesterday’s Dream’, where a chosen
card matches a prediction card place in his wallet. This uses a part Al Koran
deck and multiple outs in the wallet.

Matt showed part of his award winning FISM act,
adapted to everyday performance with multiplying card
boxes, two versions of the Four Ace trick when the pesky
Queen keeps returning whereupon she is torn up and
restored, albeit in the wrong order; i.e. misprinted. All
presented with humour and skill and fully explained,
although everyone appreciated the practice and
dedication necessary to reach Matt’s level of expertise.

Robson & Wright: 5 decades
of experience in just 3 hours.
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Harry said he doesn’t do such clever technical stuff, but
his ‘Gang of Three and a Half’ is an amusing routine in
which three cards are forced (using Trevor Lewis’s ‘Top
Swindle Force – easy to do) and the card torn into
quarters. Three quarters match the three selections,
whilst the fourth said “I did not choose a card”. Harry
also told us the ‘Gnus’ (you had to be there) with the
vanish of a silk with pictures of Gnus on it!

Matt had a simpler version of the T & R card where the
pieces can be signed by the performer and the spectator
before being restored, creating a great giveaway. A signed misprinted card is
likely to be kept, and is more memorable than just a signed card.

Harry explained that he was finally retiring, and that his very last lecture will
be in Kilmarnock on 10th March. The meeting gave him three cheers and
wished him well. He then borrowed three finger rings, vanished them in a silk
and they ended up tied on his shoelace. This is one of his favourite tricks,
which has guaranteed bookings over the years. Again, a full explanation was
given. You need a good tailor!

After a refreshment break thanks to Allan, Matt told us
about going to America to study with Eugene Burger and
showed Eugene’s haunted deck routine, and then his own
floating card effect ‘Haunted Horizon’, where a chosen
card appears to float out of the middle of the deck. He
demonstrated the thread set-ups with coloured threads.

Harry showed he is still master of the Brainwave deck,
although his efforts to make one quickly with his roughing
stick didn’t work as the cards were

set up wrongly, to much hilarity. Instead, he
duplicated a message drawn by Anne using the
original John Cornelius ‘Thought Transmitter’, out of
which he gets a lot of mileage.

Matt then had a key which changed into one shaped
like a superhero in the spectator’s hand, with again
options for giveaways. These have been specially
designed by Matt and made to his order. There were
a couple of options to arrive at the correct superhero,
including a phone app or using specially printed cards.
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Harry and Matt then demonstrated some
effects with the ‘Squid Cards’, which are like
ESP cards on steroids. Lots of matching effects
are possible with them, which are very
effective. Harry’s was based on spelling,
whilst Matt’s utilised features built into the
cards.

Harry has produced many wallets over the years, but his H.O.W. Wallet is still
one of the best for card to sealed envelope in wallet opened by the
spectator. He also had a tip for the ‘Extreme Burn’ vouchers to notes change.

Finally, Matt showed ‘The Medal’ – a double mind reading card effect in
which the first chosen card matches a prediction placed aside beforehand,
and the second is matched by an engraving on the back of the ‘Mentalist
Award’ Medal which he has been wearing around his neck throughout the
whole routine.

President Carl gave a vote of thanks for a splendid afternoon, and then
members made their purchases from Harry and Matt’s stall. As I wrote last
month, I knew they would have something new and that they would be
entertaining.

It is impossible to report here all the quips, jokes, bits of business, stories
(some definitely unrepeatable without fear of litigation!) and just pure fun
and laughter which these two fine gentleman provided. We do wish Harry all
the very best in his retirement, and look forward to seeing Matt again in the
not-too-distant future.

Thank you so much for that, Roger; the next best thing to actually being
there!

I do hope that the members who are slowly emerging from involuntary
hibernation will stick with us for the remainder of the year, and we hope to
welcome others back as the situation improves, because it is disappointing
for guests to perform for meagre audiences.

As you will know by now, we are unable to hold our scheduled meeting this
Sunday owing to serious structural damage to our meeting room at St
Francis. Geoffrey Newton has agreed to postpone, and is now looking
forward to joining us on  10th July, in place of the first of our two members’
days.

Roger and Brian
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100 years ago (6th March, 1922): Meetings had moved to
107, Hancock Street. Only four members were present.
90 years ago (8th March, 1932): Only three members
were present, but a pleasant evening was spent.

80 years ago (12th March, 1942): Twenty members were present at the
White Bull Hotel, to enjoy a visit from the North Western Society of
Magicians, Barrow-in-Furness.  We welcomed guests from Blackpool: Paul
Clive, Mr Thwaites and Mr and Mrs Ed Vernon, who had made it through
terrible weather.
60 years ago (11th March, 1962): Each of the fourteen members present was
given a surprise, packaged trick, and had to perform it the best he could. Bro
Fitness had loaned the apparatus. Some unusual methods were employed,
and one was rarely in doubt about the modus operandi. Much useful
discussion interlaced the performances, and Myron Carruthers, a ‘name’
from many years ago, provoked interest in those who were intrigued by his
Egg Bag routine, which was recalled in detail.
40 years ago (14th March, 1982): The meeting was opened by the
introduction of Paul Guy, who presented his initiation show; and very
entertaining it was, too. It consisted of a varied selection of chicanery: First, a
production using an embroidery ring; next a mental effect with cards and a
handless watch (perhaps a tip here would be for Paul to use a pocket
calculator – or else choose a different assistant!); a chop cup routine, and
finally cut and restored tie.  Four different kinds of effects which all blended
together nicely. They were all contained in a large production box in the
shape of Noah’s Ark.  Paul will be a good acquisition for the MML.

Our guest for the afternoon was Claudine, who had chosen to speak to us on
‘Tales, Travels and Tricks’ – being an account of some of her experiences
during her life in magic. She made reference to her dear father, Claude
Chandler, who is still remembered by all in the magic business. She recalled
how much he had helped her with her routines, the planning of her act and
the invention and manufacture of her props. Reg Parkinson remarked that
she was renowned for having the best props in the
trade (!) Claudine illustrated her talk with large
publicity stills taken during her working years, and
by a number of effects which she had used in her
international act. She performed ‘The Candles’ – a
lovely effect which she only does for magicians,
and gave many pieces of valuable advice.
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With Bob Benyon

My wife complained that I’m not certain about anything. At least, I
think that’s what she said.
I had difficulty picking up a bottle of water the other day. It was an
Evian.
I can’t stand people who conform. In fact, I think I’m going to set up an
Anti-conformist Society.
I don’t think my wife is very caring. When I collapsed a few weeks ago
she wrote for an ambulance.
Someone was doing a survey about who you would most like to be
stuck in a lift with. I put ‘a lift engineer.’
Parallel lines have a lot in common; it’s a pity they can’t get together.
“Vodka!”, “Rum!”, “Tequila!” I’m calling the shots.
I fell down a deep, dark hole the other day. I couldn’t see that well.
I heard about a thief who was arrested for stealing window surrounds.
He reckoned he had been framed.
I enjoy doing exams so much that I usually take them twice.
I must be the second-best boxer in the world. I’ve had over a hundred
fights, and I came second every time.
I like being a team player, because it spreads the blame.
I think exaggeration is a billion times worse than understatement.
A mop is a useful tool for spreading dirt all over the floor.
I try to be modest at all times. I reckon that’s what makes me better
than everyone else.
I’ve just created a design plan for enlarging basements. I hope it will be
a big cellar.

Bob
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AND FinalLy:

Last month's cover of the magazine featured a photo of Matt Wright
and Harry Robson. Suffice it to say that I'm hoping your eyes have

been fooled. The original image was one taken at their last visit back in
2019 and was actually taken with the then
President, Donald, standing between Harry
and Matt. So now we have a new illusion to
add to the MML portflio;
   'The Mystery of the Vanishing Monk'!
Many hours were spent in Photoshop to

create the final image, but to give you an idea of the work, the original
is shown above.
This was layered into five separate images, in order to get the final
result. Harry and Matt's bodies are in separate layers and the
background is a further layer. The original showed the curtain
backdrop at St Silas’. Everything about Donald was cut out except for
his hand, the one with the thumb pointing at Harry. Harry's hand on
Donald's shoulder was separated out and moved from Donald's
shoulder, so it looks like it's on Matt's. There was bit of fiddling around
with the clothing, and in particular Matt's sleeve where the most
obvious clues are, and this was saved as a separate layer. All in all, it
probably took about 3 hours to get it to the stage you saw on the front
cover. We hope you didn’t notice all the effort!

'All is not what it seems…' Allan

this      +   this          + this        + this     + this       equals       this!

Is it real or just Magic?
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‘ I cut my finger

chopping

cheese, but I

think that I

may have

greater

problems. ’

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
10th April 2022

Seaside magic with Roy Field

Roy Field, President of the Northern Magic
Circle, is no stranger to the MML or the
MeMeL.  He has been a regular guest
contributor to these pages, with his series on
X-Certificate Magic and A Raging Success! -
Magic in the Home. Last year, he joined us for
a Zoom event to display some of his X-rated
apparatus.
Roy has received two Awards of Excellence
for his research and writing from the I.B.M.'s
Linking Ring magazine, and has been
published in several other journals as well as
authoring the official history of the British
Ring (Linking Britain) and various booklets on
aspects of magic history.
As a lecturer, Roy has delivered talks at British
Ring and Northern Magic Circle conventions,
and for numerous magic societies.
Next month, as we look forward to the
summer months, Roy comes to us with a
brand-new look at Seaside Magic. Not only
will we hear about Magic at the Seaside, with
illustrations galore, but as a performer Roy
will also be treating us to some tricks and
patter to conjure up the world of sand, sea
and shore.
It will, as they say, be a treat for the whole
family, so as it will be our first open meeting
of the year, do take the opportunity to bring
along friends, family, neighbours and anyone
you spot on the way.  You won't regret it!



The MeMeL is the Journal of The Modern Mystic League.

John David Hemingway 1935 - 2022
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